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Press release

Hankook to equip the Audi Q4 e-tron and 
Audi Q4 Sportback e-tron ex works

· Electromobility is a fast-growing market with unique requirements, particularly when it comes to vehicle tyres
· Following extensive original equipment installations at Audi, including the Audi e-tron, the Audi e-tron Sportback and the Audi e-tron GT, the Audi Q4 e-tron and 
Audi Q4 Sportback e-tron will now also be fitted with Hankook tyres 
· Hankook’s tyre solution for this vehicle category boosts vehicle range for each of the two Audi models thanks to its low rolling resistance 

Neu-Isenburg, Germany, 13 July 2022 – Electric vehicles (EV) are one of the most important building blocks in the future of personal motorised transport. A future that has long since begun for premium tyre maker Hankook. For example, the latest Audi models – the Q4 e-tron and Q4 Sportback e-tron – are now also part of the growing portfolio of EVs for which Hankook supplies custom tyres as original equipment. In addition to their attractive design, the two sporty yet compact new SUVs from Audi boast a whole range of technical refinements. At the same time, the purely electric drive requires a tyre that can also transfer this technology confidently onto the road: the Hankook Ventus S1 evo 3 ev tyre is specially developed for electric cars.

“As a development partner of Audi, we have implemented a number of successful projects together in recent years,” says Sanghoon Lee, President of Hankook Tire Europe. “Being able to help switch the portfolio over to electric vehicles by providing suitable tyres therefore means a lot to us. In doing so, we are also making an important contribution to increasingly sustainable mobility.”

Low rolling resistance, low weight, high load capacity 

Properties that are particularly important for electric vehicle tyres. They support battery performance and thus the vehicle’s range, while at the same time safely carrying the higher vehicle weight resulting from the concept. For the special requirements of electric mobility, Hankook engineers have equipped the Ventus S1 evo 3 ev with a double-layer carcass made of a specially developed high-performance fibre. 
It offers very high stability and ensures a low tare weight of the tyre relative to its size. Also important is the tread compound used in the Ventus S1 evo 3 ev, which has been adapted to the needs of electric mobility. Its very high drive torques ensure excellent grip in wet and dry conditions, while simultaneously optimising rolling resistance.

In the 20 and 21-inch dimensions for the Audi Q4 e-tron and Audi Q4 Sportback e-tron, an additional steel-based reinforcement is used in the bead area due to the reduced flank height to further increase sidewall rigidity. In addition to ensuring the tyre fits the rim precisely, this also results in a particularly sporty and immediate steering response.

The Hankook SEALGUARD® sealing material used inside the tyres (standard on the Hankook 20 and 21‑inch dimensions for the Audi Q4 e-tron and Audi Q4 Sportback e-tron) automatically seals any punctures of up to 5mm in diameter in the tyre tread surface. SEALGUARD® offers the advantage of being able to continue the journey without delays, even in the event of a nail puncture, for example. For vehicles equipped with SEALGUARD®, it is no longer necessary to carry a spare wheel. This provides extra space in the vehicle, saves weight, and eliminates the need for a potentially dangerous roadside wheel change. In addition to their safety benefits, tyres equipped with Hankook’s SEALGUARD® technology continue to offer the usual comfort, as their basic construction does not differ from tyres without SEALGUARD®.

###

	Hankook tyre overview for the Audi Q4 e-tron & Audi Q4 Sportback e-tron 

	Dimension
	Model
	Tread

	235/55R19 T (VA)
	Audi Q4 e-tron & 
Audi Q4 Sportback e-tron 
	Ventus S1 evo 3 ev

	235/50R20 T (VA)
	
	

	255/50R19 T (HA)
	
	

	255/45R20 T (HA)
	
	

	235/45R21 T (VA) in the performance package
	
	

	255/40R21 T (HA) in the performance package
	
	



All 20 and 21-inch models come with Hankook SEALGUARD® puncture protection technology as standard.

About Hankook

Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award-winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for cars, SUVs, off-road vehicles, light trucks, RVs, trucks and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies).

Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development, maintaining five R&D centres and eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are developed at the company’s regional Technical Centre in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European region takes place at the company’s state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary, which was inaugurated in June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently, around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million tyres a year for cars, SUVs and light trucks.

Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg, near Frankfurt am Main, in Germany. The manufacturer owns and operates various branches in Europe, in addition to other distribution partnerships. Hankook Tire employs approximately 20,000 people worldwide and sells its products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 34 per cent of the company's global sales are generated within the European region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016.

For more information, please visit www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com or www.hankooktire.com
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