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Hankook 24h Dubai kicks off the 2022 international endurance season 

The eyes of the motorsport community will be on Dubai this weekend: as is tradition, the desert emirate will again host the opening round of this year’s 24H Series powered by Hankook. From 13th to 15th January, roughly 80 race cars will battle it out for victories, positions and points in the GT and TCE classes at the Dubai Autodrome. This year is Hankook’s eighth season as title sponsor and exclusive tyre partner of the 24-hour classic, which is viewed as the opening event of the 2022 international endurance season.

Neu-Isenburg, Germany, 12.01.2022 – The premium tyre maker is all set for the 2022 Hankook 24H Dubai, as it is every year. Consisting of over 50 employees, the Hankook crew will provide optimal on-site support for all the teams taking on the desert marathon with the tried-and-tested Ventus Race. The high-end race tyre is available as a standard compound in various different sizes, each in a slick and wet-weather version. With its high degree of consistency and predictability, the Ventus Race is an ideal partner for the drivers in the first real test of the new season. 

Manfred Sandbichler, Hankook Motorsport Director Europe: “The season-opener in Dubai is used by many teams to test new components and cars in competitive conditions. This year features the GT2 class for the first time, in which the Audi R8 LMS GT2 is set to make its Dubai debut. Meanwhile, the new BMW M4 GT3 will see competitive action for the first time. As in previous years, all the starters can depend on the perfect service provided by our Hankook team, as well as the strong performance of the Ventus Race.” 

The 5.39-kilometre Dubai Autodrome has 16 corners and is driven clockwise. The biggest challenge for the drivers and race tyre is the desert sand, which is repeatedly blown onto the asphalt. This causes the cars to skid frequently, which puts greater strain on the running surface of the Ventus Race, but without detracting from the tyre’s performance. As well as the sand on the track, the sometimes large differences between daytime and night-time temperatures also pose a challenge to the Ventus Race, which has nevertheless overcome this challenge superbly in recent years. 

Ole Dorlemann, organiser Creventic: “We are proud to have had Hankook on board as official tyre supplier for eight years already. In the last two years, in which we have been confronted with many external challenges, Hankook has always proven to be a reliable and strong partner. We are pleased to be able to continue this partnership over the coming years. Hankook’s wealth of experience in endurance racing, and the committed and professional support it provides at each of our events, make Hankook one of the most important pillars within the framework of the 24H Series powered by Hankook.”

The 24-hour classic in the Arabian Gulf is the opening round of the 24H Series powered by Hankook, which the premium tyre maker has accompanied since 2014 as title sponsor and exclusive tyre partner. The renowned endurance racing series consists of seven rounds in seven countries on three continents. Four of these races are held over the marquee distance of 24 hours, with the remaining three over 12 hours. Hankook Motorsport Director Europe: “Hankook is proud to have supported the high-class 24H Series as title sponsor and exclusive tyre partner for so many years. Our main focus is now on the 24-hour race in Dubai, which has developed into a top international motorsport event in recent years. I expect a spectacular opening race, which will kick off an exciting season in the 24H Series, and I am looking forward to continuing the outstanding and trustworthy collaboration with the organiser Creventic.”

Schedule (local time):

13th January: 	12:15 – 13:45: 	Free Practice
	14:35 – 15:30	Qualifying Session 1-3 – TCE
	15:35 – 16:30	Qualifying Session 1-3 – GT
	18:00 – 19:30	Night Practice
14th January:	10:30 – 11:00	Warm-Up
	15:00 – --:--    	Race Start - Hankook 24H Dubai 2022
15th January:	--:--    – 15:00	Race End - Hankook 24H Dubai 2022

###


About Hankook Tire

Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for passenger cars, light trucks, SUVs, RVs, trucks, and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies).

Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development maintaining five R&D centres and eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are developed in the company’s regional Technical Centre in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European region is taking place in the state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary which was inaugurated in June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million tyres a year for passenger cars, SUVs and light trucks.

Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg near Frankfurt am Main in Germany. The manufacturer operates further branches in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK and Ukraine. Hankook products are sold directly through regional distributors in other local markets. Hankook Tire employs approximately 20,000 people worldwide and are selling their products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 34 percent of the company's global sales are generated within the European and CIS-Region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016.

For more information please visit www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com or www.hankooktire.com
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