[image: ]
Hankook FFF Racing Team calls on experience for the 24-hour classic at the Nürburgring
 

This weekend, the eyes of motorsport fans all over the world will be on Germany as the Nürburgring hosts the iconic 24-hour race for the 49th time. The field consists of 125 cars, from production-based touring cars to spectacular GT3 powerhouses, with works drivers and professional drivers sharing the track with ambitious amateurs. The Hankook FFF Racing Team is well-prepared ahead of the Eifel classic. The final test at the qualification race about three weeks ago was a successful one. The car set-up and the pit stop procedures have all been optimised, and the Lamborghini Huracán GT3 EVO is running perfectly on the Hankook Ventus Race tyre. The stage is set for a successful race at the iconic circuit in the Eifel region.   

Neu-Isenburg, Germany, 01.06.2021 – There are many myths and legends surrounding the 24-hour marathon at the Nürburgring. The 25.378-kilometre combination of the Grand Prix Circuit and the Nordschleife has provided the stage for many triumphs, but also plenty of motorsport drama. It is not without good reason that Formula 1 world champion Jackie Stewart referred to the legendary Nordschleife as the “Green Hell”. The unpredictable weather in the Eifel region, which has often caught drivers out with sudden rain, hail and even snow, is another factor that has helped to make the Nürburgring 24 Hours a cult event on the international motor racing calendar. 

The Nürburgring is like a second home to Hankook. The premium tyre maker has completed many kilometres of testing and gathered huge amounts of data at this circuit in the past. Hankook has also enjoyed top results with various racing teams at the 24-hour marathon. The FFF Racing Team, which Hankook is supporting with the high-end Ventus Race tyre for the first time at the endurance classic, also has a wealth of experience at the racetrack in the Eifel Mountains. The same can be said of the quarter of drivers: Italians Giacomo Altoé, Marco Mapelli and Mirko Bortolotti, and France’s Franck Perera have all done a lot of racing at the Nürburgring and are well aware of the peculiarities and perils of the “Green Hell”.

The first big test awaits the #63 Lamborghini Huracán GT3 EVO on Thursday 3rd June, in the form of the first two qualifying sessions. This is followed by the two-tier Top Qualifying on Friday. The 24-hour race gets underway at 15:30 on Saturday 5th June and ends at 15:30 on Sunday 6th June.

Thanks to a spectator concept developed with scientific support, the grandstands at the Grand Prix Circuit will admit up to 10,000 spectators, while the VIP lounges along the start/finish straight will also be open. For those watching from home, TV station Nitro will broadcast Top Qualifying 1 and 2 from 18:15 on Friday 4th June, and will also provide live coverage of the full race from 14:45 on Saturday 5th June. Fans can also follow the Eifel classic live via livestream at www.24h-rennen.de/en/live-2/, while the latest standings and results can be found at www.24h-rennen.de/en/results/.

Manfred Sandbichler, Hankook Motorsport Director Europe: “We know the Nürburgring very well, but it is always very special to be involved in the legendary 24-hour race. The Hankook FFF Racing Team has spent two days testing and fine-tuning here. However, we know from experience that anything is possible in the Eifel, and it often turns out differently to what you were expecting. We have a strong team, outstanding drivers, and a fast and consistent Hankook race tyre, so we are confident going into this endurance classic.”

###


About Hankook Tire

Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for passenger cars, light trucks, SUVs, RVs, trucks, and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies).

Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development maintaining five R&D centres and eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are developed in the company’s regional Technical Centre in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European region is taking place in the state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary which was inaugurated in June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million tyres a year for passenger cars, SUVs and light trucks.

Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg near Frankfurt am Main in Germany. The manufacturer operates further branches in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK and Ukraine. Hankook products are sold directly through regional distributors in other local markets. Hankook Tire employs approximately 20,000 people worldwide and are selling their products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 34 percent of the company's global sales are generated within the European and CIS-Region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016.

For more information please visit www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com or www.hankooktire.com
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