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Hankook becomes founding partner of the DTM Esports Classic Challenge

The DTM, together with its long-standing tyre partner Hankook, is switching from asphalt to the screen for a short time in the form of the Esports Classic Challenge. With its start on 3rd May, this new race series on the RaceRoom hosting platform, sees DTM drivers enter a direct virtual contest with passionate sim racers. At 2pm CET on the next four Sundays in May, all drivers will step on the gas in exciting live streams. The virtual races will be broadcast on the DTM and RaceRoom channels. Tyre maker Hankook, now in the tenth year of its exclusive partnership with DTM, will be represented with comprehensive branding presence at the racetracks and on the vehicles. 

Neu-Isenburg, Germany, May 4, 2020 – Thrilling motorsport, high speeds and the best racing tyres for the DTM cars. This has been the image of DTM races as we have known. Premium tyre maker Hankook is now entering the virtual world of motorsport and, together with DTM is to become a founding partner of the DTM Esports Classic Challenge. The newly created race series brings together 15 current and former drivers of the DTM and the DTM Trophy as well as well-known influencers from the virtual racing scene with a further five participants each from the RaceRoom community. These challengers will be selected from the top 100 fastest racers, who proved themselves in a qualification round for the first race which started on 27th April. As is customary in international motorsport, the races will be professionally commentated in English.

“For us as a long-standing partner of the DTM, it was only logical for us to drive our joint and successful cooperation forward in these challenging times in the DTM Esports Classic Challenge. As the DTM's tyre partner, we also bring the required expertise from the real world to this virtual format as motorsport and the joy of fair competition are not bound to a specific platform. We are therefore delighted to be represented in the Esports Classic Challenge with Hankook as the motorsport brand,” comments Manfred Sandbichler, Hankook Motorsport Director Europe.

The Sunday races take place using cars from different DTM eras, from the 1992 season's classic cars to the more contemporary models of the 2016 season. The one-hour races are divided into two qualifying sessions and races each, which, just like in real professional sport, are enriched by expert interviews and post-race analysis. In the simulation on RaceRoom, every bend, every inch of asphalt and the different lighting conditions have been recreated with great attention to detail by the best track designers in the industry. And of course, legendary tracks such as the Nürburgring, Monza, Zolder, Spa Francorchamps or Brands Hatch also feature.

“Since real worldwide racetracks are closed due to the coronavirus, we have seen a tremendous growth in online racing. Now that the world's top drivers all want to compete and as high-end PCs and affordable simulators narrow the gap between the real and virtual worlds, Esports is already an important part of the motorsport scene,” says Marcel Mohaupt, managing director of ITR.

DTM Esports Classic Challenge dates (CET Time zone):
03/05 2 p.m. Round 1 – 1992 season
10/05 2 p.m. Round 2 – 2013 season
17/05 2 p.m. Round 3 – 2014 season
24/05 2 p.m. Round 4 – 2016 season
31/05 Bonus races

More information about qualification: 
Live streams at: DTM YouTube channel and RaceRoom YouTube channel
About Hankook Tire

Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for passenger cars, light trucks, SUVs, RVs, trucks, and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies).

Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development maintaining five R&D centres and eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are developed in the company’s regional Technical Centre in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European region is taking place in the state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary which was inaugurated in June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million tyres a year for passenger cars, SUVs and light trucks.

Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg near Frankfurt am Main in Germany. The manufacturer operates further branches in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK and Ukraine. Hankook products are sold directly through regional distributors in other local markets. Hankook Tire employs approximately 20,000 people worldwide and are selling their products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 34 percent of the company's global sales are generated within the European and CIS-Region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016.

For more information please visit www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com or www.hankooktire.com
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