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Hankook announces winner of the Technical Excellence Award at 2019 Motor Transport Awards

Hankook sponsors the Technical Excellence category at the 2019 Motor Transport Awards, announcing Cartwright Group as category winners at the awards ceremony in London last Wednesday evening. Shortlisted companies also included Balfour Beatty, SDC Trailers and Wren Kitchens. Presenting the award to Cartwright Group was Brett Emerson, Managing Director of Hankook Tyre UK and Comedian Omid Djalili.  

Daventry, UK, 9th July 2019 – This year saw the 33rd Motor Transport Awards take place at the Grosvenor House Hotel situated on London’s Park Lane. Over 1,500 guests gathered to celebrate the achievements of the industry and recognise innovation, outstanding service, efficiency and quality. The Technical Excellence Award, sponsored by Hankook Tyre UK celebrates whoever is responsible for managing the specification, acquisition, repair and maintenance and disposal of an operator’s fleet. To win this award entrants have to demonstrate industry-leading levels of cost efficiency, reliability, availability, safety and first-time annual test pass rates. Demonstrating innovation is also essential, such as reducing fuel consumption, being more efficient or using technology creatively to solve specific technical fleet challenges.

Brett Emerson, Managing Director for the UK commented “As the UK’s market leader on truck tyres and at the forefront of technical excellence ourselves, this is the finest award for Hankook to sponsor and I would like to again congratulate Cartwright Group for being named as the winner of the Technical Excellence Award at the 2019 Motor Transport Awards. The Hankook team always look forward to attending this prestigious event with some of our key customers, and this year was no exception. Furthermore, we were delighted to help international charity Transaid to raise much needed funds during this event to provide professional driver training, transport management systems, and rural access to transport, in economically developing countries”.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In a close category, Cartwright Group, which is the UK’s leading trailer, commercial vehicle body and conversion manufacturer was crowned winner of the Technical Excellence Award. Judges commended the company’s low-height refrigerated double-deck trailer, commenting “this was a clever solution to the problem and noted that many of these innovations could be carried over into 4m high fridge trailers to get the benefits of reduced fuel consumption.” Cartwright Group dedicated the award to their workshop and office staff, believing the group’s success is driven by its’ people, treating every single member of staff with respect, openness and honesty.

Transaid, an international charity which tackles poverty and disadvantage by building transport skills and knowledge in the developing world, hosted an auction at the event, and Hankook as a corporate sponsor of Transaid, donated a VIP trip for two to watch Real Madrid play at the Santiago Bernabéu Stadium next season, as part of the Football Lovers Package which raised £4,500. Overall, Transaid raised a record-breaking £36,825 on the evening. 

Florence Bearman, Head of Fundraising at Transaid said “The Motor Transport Awards is always a fantastic evening for Transaid. This year we were very lucky with the quality of prizes, and the Football Lovers Package donated by Hankook was particularly well received by the audience. We are all absolutely delighted that these helped us raise a record breaking £36,825 in total – money that will make a huge difference to our work in sub-Saharan Africa.”
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About Hankook Tire

Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for passenger cars, light trucks, SUVs, RVs, trucks, and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies).
Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development maintaining five R&D centres and eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are developed in the company’s regional Technical Centre in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European region is taking place in the state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary which was inaugurated in June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million tyres a year for passenger cars, SUVs and light trucks. 
Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg near Frankfurt am Main in Germany. The manufacturer operates further branches in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK and Ukraine. Hankook products are sold directly through regional distributors in other local markets. Hankook Tire employs approximately 21,000 people worldwide and are selling their products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 30 percent of the company's global sales are generated within the European and CIS-Region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016.

For more information please visit www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com or www.hankooktire.com/uk 
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