[image: ../0F0BC6E2-AF3F-4AAE-87B3-20FEA6F3B79B/header_hankook_2017.jpg]
New Premium Original Equipment with Hankook Summer Tyres 

Hankook is completing its high-end original equipment range with Bayerische Motoren Werke by providing the tyres for the BMW 6 Series Gran Turismo. Among other models, Hankook already provides both UHP summer and winter tyres for the BMW 7 Series. The BMW group’s new Gran Turismo will now also be delivered with Ventus S1 evo 2 ultra-high performance (UHP) run-flat summer tyres. The tyres were developed in Hanover and are produced at the company’s sophisticated European factory in Hungary. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Neu-Isenburg/Germany, September 26, 2018 – A comfortable driving experience combined with dynamic, sporty characteristics are the key features of the BMW 6 Series Gran Turismo, combining both functionality and luxury. Its outstanding features are supported, among others, by factory-fitted Hankook UHP Ventus S1 evo 2 tyres. With special run-flat sizes of 245/45 R19 98Y RSC for the front axle and 275/40 R19 101Y RSC for the rear axle, the multiple award-winning summer tyres provide the right grip on dry as well as wet roads. The exceptional combination of a coupé silhouette with the space and equipment of a luxury-class saloon sedan means that the tyres not only have to provide adequate comfort, but must also be able to carry high loads, should the maximum trunk volume of up to 1,800 liters be used. 

In addition to the BMW 6 Series Gran Turismo and the luxury sedan BMW 7 Series, Hankook currently supplies a total of 11 models of the long-established Bavarian company. Some of the BMW X1, X2, X3, X4, X5, X6 cars, the BMW 2 series Active Tourer as well as the BMW 4 and 5 series, also roll off the assembly line on Hankook tyres. Hankook has, thus, been able to significantly expand its original equipment business when compared to previous years. The cooperation with the BMW Group has been in place since 2011. It includes the supply of passenger car and SUV tyres, from the summer, winter and all-weather segment to sports tyres.

"Being the original equipment partner of premium manufacturers such as the BMW and being able to contribute to driving this development forward makes us very proud indeed. The technical intricacies of the BMW 6 Series Gran Turismo are probably easier to discover than those of our tyres, but, nevertheless, our tyres will continue to play a major role in the future of the automobile,” says the head of Hankook Europe, Han-Jun Kim.

During an intensive testing stage, the tyres demonstrated a high level of comfort combined with exceptionally dynamic driving characteristics. They complement the driving dynamics and comfort of the BMW 6 Series Gran Turismo, which, among other things, ensures a pleasant experience, even on long journeys, through its standard rear-axle air suspension and automatic level control. In addition, the tyres also had to meet high demands in terms of dry handling and rolling friction and also reduce internal and external noise to a minimum. "We had to combine excellent driving and comfort features with exceptional performance on wet as well as dry roads. It required us to not only develop a special tread mix, but also to come up with a completely new combination of materials, profile design and structure“ explains graduate engineer Klaus Krause, head of the European Development Center (ETC) at Hankook Hanover, where the tyres are developed for the BMW Group in Europe. 

Around 80 engineers and technicians are currently developing tailor-made tyre solutions for European car manufacturers at Hankook's European development centre in Hanover and associated test tracks in Spain and Finland. This is also where the original equipment tyres for the BMW Group are developed and extensively tested. The tyres for the BMW 6 Series Gran Turismo are produced at Hankook's state-of-the-art European factory in Hungary, which specialises in the production of passenger car and SUV tyres and is among the world's most advanced tyre production sites.
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Über Hankook

Hankook fertigt weltweit innovative, Hochleistungsradialreifen im Premium-Segment für Pkw, SUVs, Geländewagen, Leicht-Lkw, Wohnmobile, Lkw, Busse und den automobilen Motorsport (Rundstrecke/ Rallye). 
Das Unternehmen investiert kontinuierlich in Forschung und Entwicklung, um seinen Kunden stets höchste Qualität in Verbindung mit technologischer Exzellenz zu bieten. In weltweit fünf Entwicklungszentren und acht Groß-Fabriken entwickelt und produziert Hankook Tire Bereifungslösungen, die speziell auf die Anforderungen und Ansprüche regionaler Märkte zugeschnitten sind. In Europa findet die Reifenentwicklung für die lokalen Märkte und die Erstausrüstung nach Maßgabe führender Europäischer Fahrzeughersteller im Hankook Technikzentrum Hannover/Deutschland statt. Produziert werden die Reifen unter anderem in der hochmodernen europäischen Fabrik des Unternehmens in Rácalmás/Ungarn, die 2007 eingeweiht wurde und kontinuierlich erweitert wird. Derzeit produzieren dort rund 3.000 Beschäftigte bis zu 19 Millionen Reifen pro Jahr für Pkw, SUVs und Leicht-Lkw. 
Die Europa- und Deutschland-Zentrale des Reifenherstellers befinden sich in Neu-Isenburg bei Frankfurt am Main. In Europa unterhält Hankook weitere Niederlassungen in Frankreich, Großbritannien, Italien, den Niederlanden, Polen, Russland, Schweden, Spanien, der Tschechischen Republik, der Türkei, Ungarn und der Ukraine. Hankook Reifen werden direkt über regionale Distributoren in weitere europäische Länder vertrieben. Weltweit beschäftigt das Unternehmen 22.000 Mitarbeiter und liefert seine Produkte in über 180 Länder. Führende Automobilhersteller vertrauen in der Erstausrüstung auf Bereifungen von Hankook. Etwa 30 Prozent des globalen Umsatzes erzielt das Unternehmen innerhalb Europas und der GUS. Hankook Tire ist seit 2016 im renommierten Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) vertreten.

Weitere Informationen finden Sie unter www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com oder www.hankooktire.com
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