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Audi triumphs at the 2016 Hankook 24H Dubai 
It was a worthy start to the 2016 long distance season. A record number of 100 vehicles took up the Hankook 24H Dubai on Friday, and at 2pm on Saturday, Laurens Vanthoor from the Belgian Audi Club Team WRT saw the flag as the winner after 24 gripping hours of racing. After 588 laps, the Belgian crossed the finish line in his Audi R8 LMS five laps ahead of Oliver Morley (Mercedes SLS AMG GT3), the final stint driver at Black Falcon. Third place went to pole-setter Christer Jöns also at the wheel of an Audi R8 LMS fielded by C.ABT Racing at the desert classic. On the 5.39 kilometre Dubai Autodrome, the Ventus Premium racing tyres from Hankook also delivered a perfect performance under the most diverse conditions. The slicks maintained a consistently high level of grip in the daytime with track temperatures of up to 40 degrees Celsius and at night on a dramatically cooler track surface. Thanks to the high consistency of the Hankook racing tyres, all drivers were able to drive fast lap times even at the end of their stints.

Dubai/UAE, 16 January 2016 – The winning quartet with Englishmen Stuart Leonard and Michael Meadows, Frenchman Alain Ferté and Laurens Vanthoor from Belgium drove amongst the top ten right from the start and after 15 hours finally moved into the lead, which they defended convincingly to the flag. Oliver Morley, Adam Christodoulou, Oliver Webb (all British), Abdulaziz al Faisal (Saudi Arabia) as well as the American Frank Montecalvo driving for the Black Falcon team lost a little ground over the course of the race, but fought their way back to the front during the night. For their charge to the top, they were rewarded with second place overall. With just 20 minutes to the chequered flag, the C.ABT Racing squad were running in fourth place but benefited from the retirement of the Konrad Motorsport squad and inherited a podium spot.  
The latest results can be found on http://www.24hseries.com/live/results
Manfred Sandbichler, Hankook’s Motorsport Director Europe: “The Hankook 24H Dubai was once again an outstanding success. It was a great challenge for 100 vehicles to compete and we’re proud that with so many vehicles competing, there were again no tyre-related retirements during the entire 24 hours. As always, the event was excellently organised and congratulations to our Hankook crew who worked very hard over the 24 hours to ensure that all drivers were supplied with good tyres. For Hankook, the race here in Dubai was a great start to the season.”

Thomas Baltes, Hankook’s race engineer at Dubai: “It was important that the teams reached the essential grip level on this sandy, slippery surface. Our Ventus Race rubber helped perfectly. Even during the slow phases in the Code 60 period, during which the slicks cooled dramatically, our Ventus Racing tyres coped excellently. All in all, it was a perfect performance.”
Laurens Vanthoor (Audi R8 LMS), Belgian Audi Club Team WRT: “The Hankook tyres worked very well, and we experienced no problems whatsoever. We were able to push over the entire 24 hours, we overtook a lot and the slicks helped us tremendously in this. During the night the grip level was equally as good as during the day, and it was huge fun driving on Hankook.”

Abdulaziz Al Faisal (Mercedes SLS AMG GT3), Black Falcon: “The Hankook tyres did a great job, particularly during the night. Our lap times were constant and fast because the slicks were so unbelievably consistent. That was a very strong performance from the Hankook racing tyres.”

Christer Jöns (Audi R8 LMS), C.ABT Racing: “Hankook’s racing tyres are perfect for long distance races like this. They were very durable, incredibly consistent and they offered a lot of grip. At this challenging endurance event there was a lot of kerb hopping and many parts were left lying on the track. I’m amazed that the tyres coped with this and we could even drive double stints on them.” 
For more information please visit: www.hankook-media.eu or www.hankooktire-eu.com.
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