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Hankook’s new Flagship tyre rewarded with podium finish
in its first 3rd party test vs. 53 other brands

The all new Hankook Ventus S1 evo 3, an Ultra-High-Performance tyre for passenger cars and SUVs, has achieved a top position and outstanding rating in its very first 3rd party test from Germany’s leading automotive media Auto Bild. The magazine recently has tested Ultra-High-Performance (UHP) summer tyres from 53 brands in size 225/45 R 17 in all performance criteria, including mileage. As with all Hankook tyres, safety was again the emphasis in the development engineers’ product specifications for the premium tyre maker's latest model. Great importance was therefore attached to further improvements especially in the areas of wet grip and handling/steering precision. Consequently, the new S1 evo 3  has outperformed all other tested tyres in wet braking, which  is probably rated the most prestigious test criteria from the point of safety. Furthermore, the Auto Bild testers highlighted the tyre’s precise steering behaviour and good feedback on dry roads. The new Hankook Ventus S1 evo 3 is initially being offered in the European market in 72 dimensions ranging from 17 to 22 inches.

Neu-Isenburg/Germany, 5 March 2019 – As a completely new development, the Hankook Ventus S1 evo 3 is the logical continuation of the success story of Hankook’s Ultra-High-Performance tyres. Like its predecessor, it offers a very safe and sporting-yet-comfortable driving experience in both dry and wet conditions. The Ventus S1 evo 3 as the latest member of the Hankook Ventus family, which celebrated its market launch back in 1994 with the original “Ventus”, sets a new focus, particularly in the area of environmental protection and resource conservation, without compromising safety relevant criteria.

For their 2019 edition, Europe’s largest automobile consumer magazine Auto Bild has evaluated the size 225/45 R 17 on a BMW 1-series in probably the globally largest-scale tyre test, involving 53 summer products 1) including all the top brands. Having achieved good and very good marks in all tested criteria, the Auto Bild editors testified the Hankook Ventus S1 evo 3 in their final verdict to be ... “a balanced, high performing tyre, truly without blame and blemish, offering a precise steering behaviour with a good feedback on dry tracks and the best overall wet braking ...”.

“Our tyres have already established themselves as premium original equipment amongst leading car makers, including the high-performance sports car segment,” explains Han-Jun Kim, President of Hankook Tire Europe. “With our new flagship, we're consciously continuing along this path and I am very glad, that the large number of new technologies we have applied into series production for our new flagship tyre, have shown their performance potential in one of the globally most prestigious independent 3rd party tests. I am certain that our new Ventus S1 evo 3 will be an immediate success with our customers from its launch.”

Thanks to continuous research, a new generation of innovative materials are being used for the Ventus S1 evo 3. Hankook’s compounding experts have optimised the driving characteristics of the Ventus S1 evo 3 on wet and dry roads by using high-performance natural resins in the tread compound. This not only increases the grip level at the peak of performance output, the tyre also remains at this grip level across a significantly larger range of temperatures, resulting in a very wide threshold range. A high-grip full-silica tread compound and a special mixing technology for a significantly better distribution of polymers and filler material are used in the tread compound. This results in a clear improvement in brake performance in the wet as well as in reducing rolling resistance.

A new type of compound for the tyre’s side wall also contributes to this reduction, further lowering the rolling resistance of the Ventus S1 evo 3 by at least an additional 2.5 per cent versus its predecessors. A new 0-degree cap ply made from aramid composite further reduces the unwanted growth in rolling circumference at high and very high (300 km/h and more) speeds by up to 60 per cent compared with traditional nylon-based fabrics, giving the Ventus S1 evo 3 significantly better driving stability and thanks to lower heat generation a longer tyre life.


The cap ply also contributes to an improvement in cornering forces of just over five per cent. ‘Hyper slants’ in the centre tread bar ribs also help to increase the cornering force by enlarging the contact surface under load, for example when sudden evasive manoeuvres are necessary. The blocks of highly rigid and especially widely outer ribs of the asymmetric tread have been reinforced with additional connecting bridges to provide precise and stable handling through corners. 

The pronounced outer tread groove within the special block design is a purely visual feature reminiscent of the distinctive first Ventus S1 evo design, with its typical line in the outer tread area. From a technical perspective, the ‘interlocking groove', in combination with the further flow-optimised 4-channel design, effectively reduces aquaplaning whilst also greatly increasing wet grip without causing any loss of performance on dry roads.

Engineer Klaus Krause, head of Hankook’s European Development Center in Hanover/Germany, says: “For the Ventus S1 evo 3, our engineers set their sights on beating its predecessor – as Hankook's most successful tread in the market to date – in virtually every area. The result of their work is an Ultra-High Performance tyre whose handling and driving characteristics have been optimised in such a way as to make driving emotion a true experience. Furthermore”, Krause continues, “the future requirements of so-called real driving emissions that the automotive industry needs to meet, have already been incorporated into the development of the S1 evo 3.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to the Hankook main R&D Center Technodome, the development for the Ventus S1 evo 3 was as well undertaken in the tyre maker’s European Development Center in Hanover, which is part of the global Hankook Tire research network. Production will take place primarily in the company's ultra-modern production facility in Rácalmás, Hungary. The Ventus S1 evo 3 will also be available at market launch in an adapted version for SUVs with a two-ply rayon carcass. A number of versions have already received original equipment approval from German car makers for their latest models. The initial line-up will include over 72 dimensions ranging in size from 17 to 22 inches in the 50 to 25 series, with tread widths ranging from 205 to 315 mm. 

1) 53 Tyre patterns pre-tested (wet/dry braking), 20 best braking patterns (combined) continued in main test.
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About Hankook Tire

Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for passenger cars, light trucks, SUVs, RVs, trucks, and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies).
Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development maintaining five R&D centres and eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are developed in the company’s regional Technical Center in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European region is taking place in the state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary which was inaugurated in June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million tyres a year for passenger cars, SUVs and light trucks. 
Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg near Frankfurt am Main in Germany. The manufacturer operates further branches in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK and Ukraine. Hankook products are sold directly through regional distributors in other local markets. Hankook Tire employs approximately 22,000 people worldwide and are selling their products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 30 percent of the company's global sales are generated within the European and CIS-Region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016.

For more information please visit www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com or www.hankooktire.com
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