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[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]“TUNE IT! SAFE!” BMW i8 Coupé police car is already driving safely into the 2019 season on the new sporty Hankook Ventus S1 evo 3

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]“TUNE IT! SAFE!” stands for safety in tuning. The initiative by the Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure and the Verband der Automobil Tuner e.V. (VDAT - Association of German Automotive Tuners) has been supported by tyre maker Hankook, main sponsor and exclusive tyre partner, since 2005. The new police car was presented by the Hankook management on the Press Day at this year’s Essen Motor Show: a BMW i8 Coupé, fitted with Hankook’s new Ultra High Performance tyres (UHP). 
 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Neu-Isenburg, Germany, 30 November 2018 – The new campaign vehicle for the “TUNE IT! SAFE!” initiative was unveiled at the VDAT stand on the Press Day at this year’s Essen Motor Show. Following the classic tuning concepts of the past few years (VW Golf-R - 2018, Ford Mustang - 2017), this year a hybrid sports car rolled onto the stage - a BMW i8 Coupé. With its new Ventus S1 evo 3 tyres, it is the fourth BMW in the history of TUNE IT! SAFE! campaign ambassadors.

Roland Hehner, Head of Product and Tuning at Hankook Tire Germany, confirms: “Hankook tyres are well known for their powerful performance, which makes them very popular with tuners as well. It is important that the focus remains on driving pleasure. But Hankook also takes its social responsibility seriously and as a company always promotes safe and legal tuning. The new campaign vehicle and the related TUNE IT! SAFE! project demonstrate how exemplary tuning can be implemented.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]The striking shape and design of the BMW i8 Coupé are the distinctive features of the current best-selling hybrid sports car in the world. For the tuning community, components from AC Schnitzer among others are setting new benchmarks: a complete wheel set, a carbon aerodynamic kit, vehicle springs set and aluminium pedals round off the sports car’s tuning package. This also applies for the UHP tyres from Hankook – the new Ultra High Performance flagship for passenger cars and SUVs, the Ventus S1 evo 3, in the fitted sizes 245/35 R21 on the front axle and 285/30 R21 on the rear are a good example for exemplary tuning in the spirit of the initiative.

As the manufacturer of a car component which is especially safety-related and always ranks among the top 10 most popular tuning measures, the premium tyre maker feels very strongly about the TUNE IT! SAFE! campaign. The initiative by the Federal Department of Transport and the Association of German Car Tuners, which has been sponsored by Hankook from the very beginning and supported by further industrial and institutional partners, is already in its fourteenth year and is now the epitome for safe and legal optimisation of vehicles. 

Not only is the BMW i8 police car is safe on the road with the sporty Hankook Ventus S1 evo 3 tyres, the  multi-award-winning Ventus UHP flagship tyres of the Ventus line – S1 evo. S1 evo2 and S1 evo2 SUV – have been impressively convincing for quite some time as original fitment tyres on further BMW models and are also factory-fitted by other vehicle manufacturers including Audi, Mercedes-Benz, Porsche and Volkswagen. 

The focus on the Hankook stand is on the comprehensive and further completed Ultra High Performance range. It covers the sectors of particularly high-performance original fitment and retrofit wide-base tyres through to UHP road versions for especially sporty SUVs. The new UHP tyre Ventus S1 evo 3 will be seen on European roads from spring 2019 onwards.

###

About Hankook Tire
Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for passenger cars, light trucks, SUVs, RVs, trucks, and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies).
Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development maintaining five R&D centres and eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are developed in the company’s regional Technical Centre in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European region is taking place in the state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary which was inaugurated in June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million tyres a year for passenger cars, SUVs and light trucks.
Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg near Frankfurt am Main in Germany. The manufacturer operates further branches in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK and Ukraine. Hankook products are sold directly through regional distributors in other local markets. Hankook Tire employs approximately 22,000 people worldwide and are selling their products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 30 percent of the company's global sales are generated within the European and CIS-Region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016.
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